Massachusetts History and Social Science

Grade 8

Adopted 2018

Standards for History 1. Demonstrate civic knowledge, skills, and dispositions. tssp.1
and Social Science
Practice 2. Develop focused questions or problem statements and conduct inquiries. +ssp.2

3. Organize information and data from multiple primary and secondary
sources. HssP.3

4. Analyze the purpose and point of view of each source; distinguish opinion from
fact. Hssp.a

5. Evaluate the credibility, accuracy, and relevance of each source. +ssp.5
6. Argue or explain conclusions, using valid reasoning and evidence. ssr.6

7. Determine next steps and take informed action, as appropriate. Hssp.7


https://mkt-qa-commonplanner.com/standards/massachusetts-006fdb4d
https://mkt-qa-commonplanner.com/standards/massachusetts-006fdb4d/history-and-social-science

History and Social
Science and the
Standards for Literacy
(Grades 6-8)

Reading Standards for Literacy

Key Ideas and Details

1.

Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources, quoting or paraphrasing as appropriate. 6-8.rRcA-H.1

Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source;
provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions. 6-8.RCA-H.2

Identify key steps in a text's description of a process related to history/social
studies (e.g., how a bill becomes law, how interest rates are raised or
lowered). 6-8.rRCA-H.3

Craft and Structure

4.

Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and
phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains
related to history/social studies. 6-8.rcA-H. 4

Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, comparatively,
causally), including how written texts incorporate features such as headings. &-
8.RCA-H.5

Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author's point of view or purpose (e.g.,
loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). 6-8.rca-H. 6

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

7.

Integrate visual information (e.g., charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps)
with other information in print and digital texts. 6-8.rca-H.7

Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgmentin a text. 6-8.rcA-H.8

Analyze the relationship between a primary and secondary source on the same
topic. 6-8.RCA-H.9

Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity

10. Independently and proficiently read and comprehend history/social studies

texts exhibiting complexity appropriate for the grade/course. 6-8.rca-H.10



Writing Standards

Text Types and Purposes

1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. 6-8.wca. 1

a.

Introduce claim(s) about a topic or issue, acknowledge and distinguish the
claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims/critiques, and organize the reasons
and evidence logically in paragraphs and sections. 6-8.wca.1.A

Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data and
evidence that demonstrate an understanding of the topic or text, using
credible sources. 6-8.wca. 1.8

Use words, phrases, and clauses with precision to create cohesion and clarify
the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims/critiques, reasons, and
evidence. 6-8.wcA.1.C

Establish and maintain a style appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g.,
formal for academic writing). 6-8.wca. 1.0

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented. 6-8.uwcA.1.E

2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events,
scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 6-8.wca.2

a.

Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; use paragraphs and
sections to organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories
as appropriate to achieving purpose; include text features (e.g., headings),
graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension. 6-8.wcA.2.A

. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete

details, quotations, or other information and examples. 6-8.wca.2.8

. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the

relationships among ideas, concepts, or procedures. 6-8.wca.2.c

. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or

explain the topic. 6-8.wca.2.D

. Establish and maintain a style appropriate to audience and purpose (e.g.,

formal for academic writing). 6-8.wca.2.E

Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented. 6-8.uwca.2.F

3. Notapplicable 6-8.wca.3

Production and Distribution of Writing

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and
style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 6-8.wca .4

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience
have been addressed. 6-8.wca.5



6. Use technology, including current web-based communication platforms, to

produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information
and ideas clearly and efficiently. 6-8.wca.6

Research to Build and Present Knowledge

7.

Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating
additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of
exploration. 6-8.wca.7

When conducting research, gather relevant information from multiple print and
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy
of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 6-8.wca.s

Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, interpretation,
reflection, and research. (See grades 6-8 Reading Standard 1 for more on the use
of textual evidence.) 6-8.wca. 9

Range of Writing

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and revision) and

shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 6-8.ucA.10



Speaking and Listening Standards
Comprehension and Collaboration

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups,
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on discipline-specific topics, texts, and
issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly. 6-8.sLca.1

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the
topic, text, orissue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. (See
grades 6-8 Reading Standard 1 for more on the use of textual evidence.) &-
8.SLCA.1.A

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. &-
8.SLCA.1.B

c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to

others' questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and
ideas. 6-8.sLcAa.1.C

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted,
qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented. &-

8.SLCA.1.D

2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g.,
visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial,
political) behind its presentation. 6-8.s1.cA.2

3. Delineate a speaker's argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of
the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when
irrelevant evidence is introduced. 6-8.sLcA.3

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas

4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent
manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details;
use appropriate vocabulary, eye contact, volume, and pronunciation. 6-8.sLca.4

5. Integrate multimedia components and visual displays into presentations to
clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest. -
8.SLCA.5

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of
formal English when indicated or appropriate. 6-8.sL.ca.6



Grade 8: United States
and Massachusetts
Government and Civic
Life

The philosophical foundations of the United States political system

1.

Explain why the Founders of the United States considered the government of ancient
Athens to be the beginning of democracy and explain how the democratic political
concepts developed in ancient Greece influenced modern democracy (e.g., civic
participation, voting rights, trial by jury, legislative bodies, constitution writing, rule
oflaw). s.71.1

Describe the government of the Roman Republic and the aspects of republican
principles that are evident in modern democratic governments (e.g., separation of
powers, rule of law, representative government, and the notion of civic
duty/common good). 8.71.2

Explain the influence of Enlightenment thinkers on the American Revolution and
framework of the American government (e.g., John Locke, Charles de
Montesquieu). 8.71.3

Explain how British ideas about and practices of government (e.g., the Magna Carta,
the concept of habeas corpus, the Mayflower Compact, self-government, town
meetings, the importance of education and literacy, the House of Burgesses, colonial
legislatures, the Albany Plan of Union) influenced American colonists and the
political institutions that developed in colonial America. s.71.4

Analyze the evidence for arguments that the principles of government of the United
States were influence by the governments of Native Peoples (e.g. the Iroquois
Confederacy). 8.71.5

The development of the United States government

1.

Apply knowledge of the history of the American Revolutionary period to determine
the experiences and events that led the colonists to declare independence; explain
the key ideas about equality, representative government, limited government, rule
of law, natural rights, common good, and the purpose of government in the
Declaration of Independence. s.72.1

Analyze the weaknesses of the national government under the Articles of
Confederation; and describe the crucial events (e.g., Shays' Rebellion) leading to the
Constitutional Convention. s.72.2

Identify the various leaders of the Constitutional Convention and analyze the major
issues (e.g., distribution of political power, rights of individuals, representation and
rights of states, slavery) they debated and how the issues were resolved. s.72.3

Compare and contrast key ideas debated between the Federalists and Anti-
Federalists over ratification of the Constitution (e.g., federalism, factions, checks and
balances, independent judiciary, republicanism, limited government). s.72.4

Summarize the Preamble and each article in the Constitution, and the rights
enumerated in the Bill of Rights; explain the reasons for the addition of the Bill of
Rights to the Constitution in 1791. s8.72.5



The institutions of United States government

1. Distinguish the three branches of government (separation of powers):<ul>
<li>Congress as the legislative branch</li><li>the Presidency and the executive
agencies as the executive branch and</li><li>the Supreme Court and other federal
inferior courts as the judicial branch</li></ul> &.73.1

2. Examine the interrelationship of the three branches (the checks and balance
system).<ul><li>Congress: enumerated powers, general powers, limits on power,
checks on other two branches; roles of political parties in the organization of
Congress; roles within the legislative branch, such as the Speaker of the House, the
President of the Senate, minority party leaders; the system for accomplishing
legislation, including committees, hearings and legislative procedures</li><li>the
Presidency: roles, powers and limits, checks on other two branches, role of the
Cabinet, such as the Vice President, Attorney General and Secretaries of State,
Defense, Health and Human Services, Homeland Security; executive departments
and agencies (such as the Department of Education, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, or the Food and Drug Administration), and branches of the
military</li><li>the Supreme Court: role and powers, checks on other two branches,
lower courts</li></ul> s.73.2

3. Describe the respective roles of each of the branches of government. &.73.3

4. Explain the process of elections in the legislative and executive branches and the
process of nomination/confirmation of individuals in the judicial and executive
branches.<ul><li>Elections: running for legislative office (U.S. Representative -
unlimited two-year terms, U.S. Senator - unlimited six-year terms), or executive
office (President - two four-year terms and Vice President —unlimited four-year
terms) and the function of the Electoral College in Presidential elections</li>
<li>Nomination by the President and confirmation by Congress: Supreme Court
Justices and Secretaries/agency heads in the executive branch)</li></ul> &.73.4

5. Describe the role of political parties in elections at the state and national
levels. 8.73.5



Rights and responsibilities of citizens

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Explain the different ways one becomes a citizen of the United States. s.74.1

Describe the rights and responsibilities of citizens (e.g., voting, serving as a juror,
paying taxes, serving in the military, running for and holding elected office) as
compared to non-citizens. g.74.2

Distinguish among civic, political, and private life. 8.74.3

Define and provide examples of fundamental principles and values of American
political and civic life (e.g., liberty, the common good, justice, equality, tolerance,
law and order, due process, rights of individuals, diversity, civic unity, patriotism,
constitutionalism, popular sovereignty, and representative democracy). s.74.4

Describe how a democracy provides opportunities for citizens to participate in the
political process through elections, political parties, and interest groups. 8.714.5

Evaluate information related to elections (e.g., policy positions and debates among
candidates, campaign financing, campaign advertising, influence of news media and
social media, and data relating to voter turnout in elections). s.74.6

Apply knowledge of the meaning of leadership and the qualities of good leaders to
evaluate political leaders at the community, the state and national levels. g.74.7

Explain the importance of individuals working cooperatively with their elected
leaders. 8.74.8

Explain the importance of public service, and identify career and other opportunities
in public service at the local, state, and national levels. 8.74.9

Analyze issues involving liberty in conflict with equality or authority, individual
rights in conflict with the common good, or majority rule in conflict with minority
rights. 8.74.10

Examine the varied understandings of the role of elected representatives and
discuss those who have demonstrated political courage or those whose actions
have failed to live up to the ideals of the Constitution. s.14.11

Examine the role of political protest in a democracy. g.74.12

Examine the influence of public and private interest groups in a democracy,
including policy research organizations (e.g. Pew Research Center, Brookings
Institute, Heritage Foundation) in shaping debate about public policy. 8.14.13



The Constitution, Amendments, and Supreme Court decisions

1. Explain why the "necessary and proper" clause and why it is often referred to as the
"elastic clause." 8.75.1

2. Explain the historical context and significance of changes in the Constitution,
including key amendments. Examples of amendments include the: s.715.2

a. l4th Amendment (1868): citizenship rights, equal protection of laws s.75.2.4

b. 19th Amendment (1920): women's right to vote in federal and state
elections 8.75.2.8

c. 26th Amendment (1971): lowering the voting age from 21 to 18 in federal
elections 8. 75.2.¢

3. Analyze the Constitutional issues that caused the Civil War and led to the eventual
expansion of the power of the Federal government and individual civil rights. g.75.3

4. Explain the historical context and significance of laws enacted by Congress that have
expanded the civil rights and equal protection for race, gender, disability (e.g., the
1964 Civil Rights Act, 1965 Voting Rights Act, 1990 Americans with Disabilities Act,
1990 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act), and explain how the evolving
understanding of human rights has affected the movement for civil rights for
all. 8.75.4

5. Explain the principle of judicial review established in Marbury v. Madison (1803) and
explain how cases come before the Supreme Court, how cases are argued, and how
the Courtissues decisions and dissents. 8.75.5

6. Research, analyze, and report orally or in writing on one area (a, b, or ¢, below) in
which Supreme Court decisions have made significant changes over time in citizens'
lives. 8.75.6

a. Interpretations of freedoms of religion, assembly, press, petition, and speech
under the First Amendment; for example,<ul><li>Tinker v. Des Moines
Independent Community School District (1969): The Court held, 7-2, that
students' right to protest is protected in schools.</li><li>Bethel School District v.
Fraser (1986): The Court held, 7-2, that students' right to use vulgar language is
not protected in schools.</li><li>Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988):
The Court ruled, 5-3, that students' right to school-sponsored student speech in a
school newspaper may be restricted with educational justification.</li>
<li>Citizens United vs. Federal Election Commission (2010): The Court ruled, 5-4,
that contributions by corporations and organizations such as unions to political
campaigns are protected as free speech.</li></ul> s.75.6.4

b. Interpretations of the due process clause and the equal protection clause of the
14th Amendment, for example,<ul><li>Dred Scott v. Sandford (1857): The Court
dismissed the case brought by Dred Scott, an African American, to obtain his
freedom from slavery, 7-2, on the grounds that African Americans were not
citizens, that the Congress could not ban slavery in federal territories, and that
the due process clause prohibited the government from freeing slaves brought
into territories.</li><li>Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): The Court upheld, 7-1, the
ruling that racial segregation was constitutional under the "separate but equal"
doctrine.</li><li>Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954)47: The Court



unanimously overturned the "separate but equal" doctrine, ruling that state laws
establishing separate schools for white and black students were
unconstitutional.</li><li>Mapp v. Ohio (1961): The Court, redefined, 6-3, the
implementation of the exclusionary rule (evidence collected in violation of an
individual's Fourth Amendment rights is inadmissible for a criminal prosecution
in a court of law) to apply to states.</li><li>Loving v. Virginia (1967): The Court
unanimously recognized the right to interracial marriage and declared race-
based restrictions on marriage unconstitutional.</li><li>Romer v. Evans (1996):
The Court determined, 6-3, that the Equal Protection Clause prevents states from
denying civil rights protections to sexual minorities, including lesbian, gay, and
bisexual people.</li><li>Obergefell v. Hodges (2015): The Court held, 5-4, that
same sex marriage is protected under the 14th Amendment.</li></ul> g.75.6.8

. Interpretations in cases where individual rights and perceived community or
national interests were in conflict, for example,<ul><li>The United States Flag and
the Pledge of Allegiance<ul><li>Minersville School District v. Gobitis (1940): The
Court held, 8-1, that the state's interest in national unity allowed school boards to
require students to salute the flag.</li><li>West Virginia State Board of Education
v. Barnette (1943): Court held, 6-3, that students are protected from having to
salute the flag or recite the Pledge of Allegiance through the free exercise clause
of the First Amendment.</li><li>Texas v. Johnson (1989): The Court held, 5-4, that
an individual has a right to burn the flag under the First Amendment free
expression clause.</li></ul></li><li>School Prayer<ul><li>Engel v. Vitale (1962):
The Court held, 6-2, that requiring school prayer in public schools was a violation
of the First Amendment establishment clause.</li></ul></li><li>National
Security<ul><li>Korematsu v. United States (1944): The Court held, 6-3, that a
government order during World War Il sending Japanese-Americans to
internment camps, rather than allowing them to remain in their homes, was
constitutional.</li><li>Clapper v. Amnesty International (2012): The Court, 5-4,
dismissed a challenge to the government's power to conduct surveillance on
international phone calls and emails under the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Courts.</li></ul></li><li>Gun Control<ul><li>District of Columbia v. Heller (2008):
The Court, 5-4, upheld the right of individuals to own guns under the Second
Amendment and found the District of Columbia's ban on owning handguns to be
unconstitutional.</li></ul></li></ul> s.75.6.c



The structure of Massachusetts state and local government

1. Compare and contrast the functions of state government and national
government. 8.76.1

2. Describe provisions of the United States Constitution and the Massachusetts
Constitution that define and distribute powers and authority of the federal or state
government. 8.76.2

3. Distinguish among the enumerated and implied powers in the United States
Constitution and the Massachusetts Constitution. s.76.3

4. Compare core documents associated with the protection of individual rights,
including the Bill of Rights, the 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution,
and Article | of the Massachusetts Constitution. 8.76.4

5. Explain why the Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution is important to
state government and identify the powers granted to states by the Tenth
Amendment and the limits to state government outlined init. 8.76.5

6. ldentify additional protections provided by the Massachusetts Constitution that are
not provided by the U.S. Constitution. 8.76.6

7. Contrast the responsibilities of government at the federal, state, and local levels
(e.g., protection of individual rights and the provision of services such as law
enforcement, welfare payments, and the building and funding of schools). s.76.7

8. Explain the leadership structure of the government of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts and the function of each branch s.76.8

a. the executive branch (governor and agencies) s.76.8.A
b. the legislative branch (state representatives and state senators) s.76.8.8
c. courts of law (Supreme Judicial Court, lower court system) s.76.8.c

9. Give examples of tax-supported facilities and services provided by the
Massachusetts state government and by local governments. g.76.9

10. Explain the major components of local government in Massachusetts, including the
roles and functions of mayors, city councils, and school committees in cities; town
managers, select boards, representative and open town meetings and school
committees, in towns, and courts and sheriff's departments in counties. s.76.10



Freedom of the Press and News/Media Literacy

1.

Explain why freedom of the press was included as a right in the First Amendment to
the United States Constitution and in Article 16 of the Massachusetts Constitution;
explain that freedom of the press means the right to express and publish views on
politics and other topics without government sponsorship, oversight, control, or
censorship. 8.77.1

Give examples of how a free press can provide competing information and views
about government and politics. g.77.2

Explain the different functions of news articles, editorials, editorial cartoons, and
"op-ed" commentaries. 8.77.3

Evaluate the benefits and challenges of digital news and social media to a
democratic society. 8.77.4

Explain methods for evaluating information and opinion in print and online media
(e.g., determining the credibility of news articles; analyzing the messages of
editorials and op-ed commentaries; assessing the validity of claims and sufficiency
of evidence). 8.77.5

Analyze the point of view and evaluate the claims of an editorial, editorial cartoon,
or op-ed commentary on a public policy issue at the local, state, or national level
(e.g., @a mayoral or school committee decision, an action by a state legislature or
Governor, a vote in Congress or an action by the President). &.77.6



